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THE ULTIMATE IX TELEVISION 

PROJECTED IMAGE © @ SYNCHRONIZED SOUND 
plus 

ALL WAVE RADIO ae 


TELEVISOR 


Most efficient televisor produced for home use. Equipped with Duralumin 
lens disc 16-inch diameter. Each of its 60 lenses accurately adjusted 
focally to produce clear definite images on screen. Dise driven by heavy 
duty Synchronous motor, with switch and framing device operated from 
front panel. 


SHORE WAYE 


The Rawls Short Wave Unit in connection with the broadcast receiver 
has been especially designed for long distance short wave reception from 
15 to 200 meters, Super Heterodyne Circuit incorporating nine tubes in 
the combination. The use of the new multi mu and pentode tubes give 
exceptional tone and power. To switch from one short wave band to 
another, it is unnecessary to change coils—just the click of the panel 
switch and the change is made automatically. 


BROADCAST 


A six tube receiver, designed to give the ultimate in tone, selectivity and 
power. Uses the following tubes: 2-235 Multi Mu, 1-224A Detector, 
1-227 and 1-247 Pentode output with 280 rectifier. The tone quality of 
the set is due to the accurate matching of all parts. Its eight inch 
Dynamic speaker handles without distortion, the tremendous output of 
the pentode tube. Designed especially for reception of the synchronized 
voice with television image. 


TELEVISION 


The television receiver is the most important receiver of the combination. 
Eight tube T. R. F. circuit, using 2-235 Multi Mu in RF circuit, 1-224A 
Detector, 1-224A, 1-227 and 2-245’s in audio circuit, also with the 280 
rectifier. Very careful attention has been given the audio amplifier and 
its frequency response is flat over audio range, which is necessary to give 
clear definite television images. Its 2-245 tubes are so connected to supply 
the undistorted output and current necessary for proper operation of the 
Rawls crater point lamp. 


W.C. RAWLS & CO. = NORFOLEB, VA. 


BANKERS FRUST BUILDING 
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Inside of promotional brochure 1932. The set sold for $295. 


On The Air 


To observe America’s 2009 switch from analog to digital television, we honor in this issue a pioneer in television who was 
connected to Suffolk. Walter Cecil Rawls (1895-1964) was born in Ivor but when he was a child his family moved to Suffolk. He 
attended rural schools in Southampton County and public schools in Suffolk, leaving school after the eighth grade at the age of 13. 
He was partially crippled by polio at an early age. 


In 1908 he went to work as a motion picture projectionist in Suffolk. He sold newspapers and did some work as a sign 
painter. He carefully saved his money and, when he had $100, bought a building lot (in his mother’s name as he was a teenager). He 
borrowed money to build a house which he rented. When that was paid for, he bought another and another. By the time he was 21 
he owned and was renting 13 houses. 


In 1912, at age 17, he became a partner in insurance and real estate with J. Walter Hosier. The two men remained in busi- 
ness together for about four years. In 1917 Rawls went to Norfolk and became head of the trust department of Bankers Trust Co. He 


soon moved to New York City to work as a credit investigator with Bankers Trust. 
Continued on page 2 


Rawls had a varied, successful career from that point. Based on his knowledge of the motion picture projector, he designed 
a television receiver. In 1929, when most people had no clue what a television could be, he established W. C. Rawls & Co., Inc., on 
Morgan Street in Suffolk and began manufacturing combination radio and television receiving sets in console cabinets for sale to 
consumers. These were considered the first television receiving sets manufactured and sold on a commercial basis. There were two 
stations broadcasting in the country (not nearby). The depression brought the television production business to a halt and Rawls 
eventually sold his idea. The company had made 50 sets. 


He was president of Albemarle Railroad and Steamship Co for a while. In 
1933 he joined a securities firm in New York. He later established his own security 
brokerage and investment business. 


The boy with the eighth grade education enjoyed great success in business 
and shared the fruits of his labors with others through philanthropy—particularly to 
Christian Churches, especially in Suffolk and Nansemond Country, and schools, 
especially Elon College. He also made gifts to two Negro Baptist Churches and 
Reynoldson Baptist Church (white) in Gates County, North Carolina, home of his 
wife, the former Ella Freeman. As well, he established scholarships for white stu- 
dents and negro students in Gates County, Isle of Wight County (where he lived in 
retirement), Southampton County (where he was born) and Nansemond County 
(where he grew up). The list of recipients of his gifts is long. 


He and his wife retired to Blueberry Hill Plantation near Smithfield. They 
=. 5 attended Oakland Christian Church in Chuckatuck and Rawls kept an office in Suf- 
——~Yihas ~—SStsS~SCS@ folk. He worked to establish the Walter Cecil Rawls Library and Museum in Court- 
ee 7 ~“§ land, Virginia, which has now been enjoyed by citizens of the surrounding area 
since 1958. Rawls died in 1964. His original television is in the boardroom at that 


library that bears his name. Thanks to Iola Lamison at Walter Cecil Rawls Library for information, 
especially from the National Cyclopedia of American Biography. 
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In 1932 Rawls sent information to various potentia 
investors. The business soon closed. 





RAWLS TELEVISION 


To give the public the very latest in television “Rawls” 
ss engineers have produced the “Ultimate in Television and — 
Radio” model TV85 ... 


Pioneering in the television field they were quick to grasp 
the need of a set capable of producing a picture large enough 
for a group to sit by and enjoy. No longer is it necessary to 
peep into a small aperture, one person at a time. The TV85 
projects a picture on a screen in the panel of set. Invite your 
friends, any number of people can enjoy the program. In 
addition it is now possible to get the added thrill of LISTEN- 
ING TO AS WELL AS SEEING your favorite artist on 
the screen . . . and the TV85 is not only a television re- 
ceiver ... it is also the latest in combination ALL WAVE 
RECEIVERS . . . Covering bands from 15 to 550 meters. 
Housed in a beautiful console cabinet that will fit the ap- 
pointments of the most pretentious home . . . TRULY the 
last word in TELEVISION AND RADIO... 


Think of the thrill of reaching out with just a turn of the 
dial to that unknown, unexplored region of short waves. . . 
just beyond the range of your present receiver . . . Distance 
means absolutely nothing . . . FOREIGN BROADCAST 
... An exciting chase through the underworld of a distant 
city hot on the trail of a murderer, thief, reported clearly 
by the police department. You don’t have to strain to listen 
. . . signals come in as loud and clear as your local broadcast. 
Listen to AMATEUR STATIONS all over the world. Hear 
the progress in the field of Aviation . . . Planes are timed 
and reported exactly the same as on the most modern rail- 
road... Dallas, Texas, reports No. 622 overdue... quickly 
the entire country is on the alert searching for the missing 
plane... it’s thrilling . . . all this time you are comfortably 
seated in your favorite chair surrounded by your family and 
friends . . . enjoyment for them all .. . 


Be up_to date ... order your Rawls TV&5 today... --costs 
no more than a good single purpose receiver, yet it provides 
thrills that you’ve never experienced. 


WRITE TODAY FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
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November 1951, Live from Peanut Park! Suffolk businessman 
Douglas Parker appears to be handing out awards or prizes. 
Behind him Mrs. Fred Hart waits to hand him another enve- 
lope. Suffolk High School band members look on. 


This station was so much a part of the regular life of Suffolkians 
that live broadcasts could have come from many places, includ- 
ing the lobby of the movie theater or a local church. 


SUFFOLK, VA., 
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DATE 


WLPM 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY 


SUFFOLK BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


FRED L. HART 
GENENAL MANAGER 


WLPM 


“ONE OF THE KEY STATIONS IN DEFENSE INDUSTRY AREA" 


SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 


DON C. SMITH 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
CHIEF ANNOUNCER 


NATIONAL RADIO INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON, D.C 
COYNE ELECTRIC AND RADIO SCHOOL OF CHICAGO, 





Radio 


Walter Cecil Rawls was interested in manufacturing televisions in 
1932—the Golden Age, one might say, of radio. It was radio that was the 
tribal fire around which families gathered to follow favorite comedy, drama 
or variety shows. And the soap operas started here. During the daytime 
housewives—more numerous then—listened to the Guiding Light, Search for 
Tomorrow and others, sponsored by detergent companies. Thus the name 
soap operas. 


Families listened to George Burns & Gracie Allen or Amos & Andy. 
Sports fans could listen to a baseball game. And there was that wonderful 
music! 


Radios could, of course, be purchased at many stores in Suffolk in 
the 1930s. There were several radio repair shops as well. Like most towns, 
by 1940 Suffolk had its own radio station. This one was WLPM, for World’s 
Largest Peanut Market, and it was at the center of much of what happened in 
Suffolk. Please read more about WLPM in our July 2001 issue “Gone But 
Not Forgotten” available at the Train Station. 


PHONE ++00 


SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA. 


May 28,1927. 
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Radio Service 


Shop Fully Equipped to Service 
Any Make Radio 


WORK GUARANTEED 
Free Estimate Given 


Sheffer Radio Repair 





tL. 
223 W. WASHINGTON STREET 






Phone 6-8-6 


Located with Western Auto Store 
166 East Washington Street 
Why buy a new set? Modernize your present radio 
and save! Automatic volume control, electric eye, push 
button tuning, etc. can be added to your present set at a 
very low cost. See us for free estimate. 


A. SHEFFER, Manager 


(Formerly with R. R. Allen & Son) 


105 
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 


BANK STREET 


moe ? _ “4 r 
| CURLEY PRERS, Furvoin, va, 





FULL TIME 


Letterheads, bill and ad from the Gurley Press collec- 
tion. _WLPM was originally upstairs over Russell's 
Drug Store on the corner of Main and Bank Streets. 
The door to the station was on the Bank Street side. 


It Happened in 2008 


H. L. LAND, Presipenr J. 8B. PRUOEN. Vice-Paesicent H. S. MILES. SEcRerary & TREASURER 


1212 PHONE 6 ee ey 


PRUDEN 
ou PONT BROTHERS 


PRUDEN’S EQUIPMENT COMPANY, ‘INC. wa 
INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS & TRACTORS 


INTERNATIONAL— INTERNATIONAL~— 
TRACTORS ; 
TRUCKS PLOWS pe 
CREAM SEPARATORS AND ALL KINDS 
HARROWS TORS OF FARM SUPPLIES 
SUFFOLK, VA., 


SUFFCLK’S OLD RELIABLE HARDWARE DEALERS 
127 EAST WASHINGTON STREET 
SUFFOLK, VA. 





J.B. Pruden first opened Brothers-Pruden with a Mr. Brothers. Later 
this business was renamed Pruden Brothers when J.B.’s brother P.D. 
Pruden became his partner for a while. 


J.B. Pruden was also engaged in this equipment business that catered to the agricultural 
economy. 


Pruden Hardware and Reginald Brothers Company Closed 


They were young businesses in 1932 when Walter Cecil Rawls was manufacturing televisions here. This past year Pruden 
Hardware and Reginald Brothers Company closed after many decades in business in Suffolk. Pruden Hardware started in 1906 on 
the Square as Brothers-Pruden and soon moved to East Washington Street. Reginald Brothers opened his business in 1929 in the 
same block. They were both family businesses, with Pruden being operated by three generations of the family through the years and 
Brothers, by two. Both businesses started on busy East Washington Street and around mid-century moved to new quarters a few 
blocks apart on Carolina Avenue and its extension, Carolina Road. 


These two businesses were, indeed, the old reliables as the Pruden bill (above) says and we will miss them. 
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The original Regina Brothers store was in the old Coiba Riddick building (in the 
foreground above) in the 100 block of E. Washington Street. That building no longer 


in stands but the old Holland-Beamon building seen here still stands. It’s one story 
+ Reginald Brothers poses in front of his shorter and currently houses Amici’s Restaurant on the first floor. Brothers’ company 
em “ew building c. 1951. The store was was selling plaster, cement, brick, coal and fuel oil in the early days as well as hay, 
~~ built on a spur of the Norfolk, Franklin grain and dairy feed. Photos courtesy of Tom Brothers. 
73 and Danville Railroad because in the 


1950s the railroad was the cheapest, 
fastest way to receive the gravel, coal, 
sand, cement and sheetrock that 


Bs Reginald Brothers sold.. Postscript to our December 2008 Boomtown issue 
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On December 21, 2008, the following news item from 1908 
<. Nemat sim'et s s appeared under This Week in History in The Virginian-Pilot: 


The Suffolk Business Men’s Association is looking to get an 
| Suffolk native Tony Russo (b. 1936) died appropriation from the U.S. Congress and use it to deepen the 
in July 2008. He went down in history for channel of the Nansemond River. The group plans to act 
his role with Daniel Elsberg in releasing quickly in making its request. 
classified Pentagon papers to the New York 
»| Times revealing “lying at the top levels of 
_ | the Nixon administration and details of the 
: i U.S. role in Indochina” (The Virginian-Pilot). 


One supposes that they wanted to make sure that their claim of 
“Six Railroads and Deep Water to the Sea” was valid. 





History & Heritage Weekend 
April 18 & 19, 2009 


Featuring Tours of Civil War Sites and Cedar Hill Cemetery 


Saturday, April 18, and Sunday, April 19, will mark this year’s History & Heritage Week- 
end in Suffolk. Among the events to be sponsored by SNHS will be two bus tours of local Civil 
War sites led by Kermit Hobbs. All tours will leave from the Seaboard Train Station. 


Saturday—Tours of Civil War sites 


10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Visit the site of Battery Onandaga with its earthworks and pano- 
ramic view of Suffolk Civil War activity. This will be followed by visits to the site of Fort Con- 
necticut, also overlooking the Nansemond River, and Deserted House battlefield. The tour will in- 
clude the site of the home of Judith Kilby Smith, the only civilian casualty of the siege of Suffolk. 
Other sites will be added if time allows. 


1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. This tour will include the Battery Onandaga site and also Fort Ste- 
vens, which still stands. Fort Huger, also known as Hill’s Point Battery, site of a successful Union 
amphibious attack against the Confederates, will be the third stop. (Captain John Smith also fought 
the Nansemond Indians within sight of this location.) From there travel to the magnificent Fort 
Rosencrans, with its 15 foot high embankments. Finally, visit Riddick’s Folly, the restored head- 
quarters of Union General John J. Peck. 


Cost: Morning, $12 per person 
Afternoon, $15 per person 


Both tours will include detailed guidebooks of local sites. The afternoon tour will involve a 
considerable amount of walking through woods; comfortable shoes and insect repellent are recom- 
mended. Space is limited for both tours. 

Left: Fort Huger was the site of is 


a brief but important action on & 
April 19, 1863. ; 


i 





_ Right: Visitors explore the} 
| “moat” around Fort Rosencrans 
in 2006. 





Sunday—Walking Tour of Cedar Hill Cemetery 


2:00 p.m. Meet people from Suffolk’s past whose lives were touched by the Civil War/ 
War Between the States. 


Cost: Adults—$2 SNHS members , $3 nonmembers; Students under 18 years of age—$1 


For reservations for all tours, call the Dawson House, 539-2781 Monday, Wednesday or 
Thursday; or the Train Station, 923-4750 Thursday through Sunday. 


Special discounts in the Train Station Gift Shop on April 18 & 19 


Upcoming events of other organizations: 
April 24—Garden Tour in Suffolk 


April 24 & 25—Edenton 2009 Biennial Pilgrimage 
May 2—Hall Place Celebration 





Heirloom Sale—May 29 & 30 
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Postscripts to our December 2008 Boomtown issue 
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Christmas on Chestnut Street—1910s & 1920s 
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L-R: Sarah Saunders with German doll; Ray and 
Ethel Butler Saunders with daughters Florence and 
Grace (front); The Rev. Harrison H. Butler; Sarah 
Saunders and Ann Hargrave (Burton). Pictures 
thanks to Bruce Saunders and Tommy O’Connor. 


Left: The original Constantia House, on the hill overlooking the Nansemond River, is shown perhaps late 19th century. After serving as a pest house, the building 
was abandoned. Note the plowed field in the foreground. Cedar Hill Cemetery had not been enlarged to this point and Constantia was still a farm. Center: The 
replica of the Constantia House shown in the same spot c. 1975 in Cedar Hill Cemetery with graves in front. Bars had been placed over the lower windows because 


of vandalism. Right: The house as it appears now behind R. W. Baker Funeral Home. 


Postscript to our 
September 2008 
Let’s Go _ to the 
Fair issue 


Gordon Barlow 
Wins A Gold 
| Medal AtShow 















Gordon Barlow, prominent Isle of 
Wight County farmer, was the win- 
ner of 2 gold medal awarded at the 
Annual State Corn and Grain Show 
held in Suffolk last week. Mr, Bar- 
low‘in the adult judging contest 
made a score of 440 out of a nossi- 
ble 500. hh Nae 

H. C. Haverty won several. priz- 
es with both white and yellow-corn 
Willard Allmond took one ribbon 
in the white corn class, . 

The winners in the junior judg- 
ing contest were the boys forming 
the team of Windsor High School 
Future Farmers’ Chapter—Lawton 






Cecil Duke, of Carrsville High 
School,won the high score on his 
products, and was awarded the gold 
medal by the American Cynamid 
‘Company; second honors were won 
by Andrew Jenkins, of the Wind-: 
‘sor High School, who received a 
silver medal, and the third place 
by William Berryman, of Surry, 
who received a bronze medal. 
















Correction: Byron Carmean says the redwood tree behind Baker Funeral Home is 
considered the second largest in Virginia. However, he believes that the largest, 
which is at the Botanical Gardens in Norfolk, is really two trees together. 






Postscript to our June 2008 The Pause That Refreshes issue 


Mr. Buck Carter of Powellsville, North Carolina, recently gave us a closer look at the soft 
drink business in the early twentieth century. His father, Ernest Carter, was brother of S.B. Carter of 
Suffolk who owned Carter’s Drug Store and brother-in-law of Timothy Ward of Ward’s Bottling Com- 
pany, also of Suffolk. 


He tells us that Ernest “Pop” (as in Soda Pop) Carter tried making soft drinks in Franklin in 
1923 or so. He didn’t make much headway there so he moved to Powellsville, NC, where he rented the 
upstairs of a store. It was a real shoestring operation with just Mr. Carter and one part-time employee. 
Pop Carter would produce a crate or two of drinks and then go out to sell them. 


Now, country stores had no refrigeration because they had no electricity. Pop went to a store 
in a rather our-of-the-way area that was known for its bootleggers (this being the height of Prohibition). 
The storekeeper wasn’t too friendly or cooperative but finally told Pop he could put the crate of drinks 
in the ice box (a real box holding a block of ice) on the porch but he wouldn’t pay till he saw how popu- 
lar the drinks would be. Carter, of course, asked that the empty bottles be put back in the crate. 


When Pop Carter returned a week or so later, there were no drinks, no bottles and no crate. 
The storekeeper wasn’t quite sure what happened to those drinks. No, sir, he just didn’t know. Closer 
investigation, however, revealed that the storekeeper drank the drinks, the bootleggers used the bottles 
and the crate was used to start a fire in the pot-bellied stove. 


That was about it for Pop and his business. He took a job driving a Pepsi delivery truck and 
that’s what he did for the rest of his working life. 


Left: Though the predominately white Four County Fair did not last through the Depression, there were still agricultural shows 
and competitions as we see from this 1933 article submitted by Joe Barlow. 


Scenes from Candlelight Tour 2008 


Thanks to Hunter Duggan, overall chairman; our homeowners: the Bakers, Fullers, 
Krzemiens, Pollards, Pruitts, Signore and Lehman, and The First Lady; West End Baptist Church; 
The Suffolk News-Herald; all chairmen; our decorators; hosts and hostesses; the greens team; 
ticket team; publicity team; BBQ team; Sugar Plum Kitchen team; musicians; lantern lighters; 
linen sellers; our sponsors and our guests. 


Top Right: Homeowner Kimberly Krzemien (center) with tour guests. Below, First Row: Skip Irby checks tickets on the 
Pruitt porch; piper Joe Delendeck plays on Linden Avenue in front of the Pollard house; Larry Riddick awaits guests at 
the Krzemien house. Second row: Irma Mottley and Bill Peachy host in the Fuller house; NSA student members Douglas 
Parr, Mallory Cox, Virginia Cox and Lindsey Bulls inside the First Lady; Thomas Woodward greets guests at the First 
Lady. Bottom row: Tour guests at the Signore-Lehman house; at the Constantia House, Sandra Bunting, Hazel White and 
Lynn Bunting stay warm while working at the greenery pick-up; guests enjoy hot cider on the porch of the Constantia 
House (site of the Sugar Plum Kitchen). Pictures thanks to Julie Johnson and Lindsay Bulls. 
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THANKS TO OUR 2008 CORPORATE MEMBERS 


PATRON 


FARMER’S BANK O’CONNOR & CO., INC. SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 
Community Banking Since 1919 314 W. Washington St., Suffolk Your Hometown Newspaper 


www.farmersbankva.com~757-242-6111 757-539-0296 in Suffolk 


CONTRIBUTING 
The Blair Bros., Inc. * Butler Paper * J. Walter Hosier & Son, Inc. 
Nansemond County Farm Bureau Suffolk Iron Works, Inc. 





Gifts and Memorials 


To Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society: In memory of Bobby Lee Trump from e Lynnette H. Park 

From Nita & Everett Bagnell in honor of e Nita & Everett Bagnell e Betty R. Rountree 

e Mr. & Mrs. Austin Darden e Mr. & Mrs. William Ballard e Blanche E. Rountree 

e Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Smith e Lynn & Joe Barlow e Mr. & Mrs. Henry G. Simpson 
From Libby Jones in honor of e Mr. & Mrs. McLemore Birdsong e §=Sally & Lawrence Smith 

e Sue Woodward e Becky & James Bradshaw e Nancy & Joe Webb 

From Elizabeth & Jim Gordon in memory of =e  Bethanne & Brad Bradshaw e Alvis & Burwell Winslow 

e George Everett e Nancy A. Dempsey e Sue & Tom Woodward 

From the Suffolk Woman’s Club e Dr. & Mrs. William Fulgham e Christine & Hubert Young 
To the Dawson House: e Becky & Jim Habel In honor of Scherry Johnson from 
From Dr. & Mrs. William Fulgham e Mary Lawrence & John Harrell e Nita Bagnell 

From Martha & Curtis Saunders in memory of e Pamela & Billy Hill e Mary Lawrence Harrell 

e Bob Sullivan e The Joyner Family e Sue Woodward 

e George Everett © Grace & Jack Leach 

e Virginia Kyle e Marianne Lee 

e Judith Godwin e India S. Meissel 


The Dawson House 
oat ). a 


Station News 


New Schedule: 
10-4 Thursday - Saturday 
1-4 Sunday 


New at the Train Station— 
John Smith in the Chesapeake 
Firsthand accounts of exploration of 
the Chesapeake region, including a 


> 


John Smith 





in the 


Phone 757-539-278 1—Email: snhs@verizon.net ; Dae 
Sue Woodward, Executive Director map of the Nansemond River to a eg 


Julie Johnson, Administrative Assistant point just past the Western Branch Chesapeake 
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and the account of the first meeting #aitea= 
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LOWARD WREGHT HATLE 


with the Nansemonds. Softback, 96 
pgs., several maps, $24.95. 





Free while they last! Limited quantities: 

e Hampton Roads Bride, Fall/Winter 2008 issue, 
with ten pages of pictures taken at the Station 

e Discover Suffolk 2009 


: Thanks to the Hubert Young Family for sponsoring 


Suffolk's NepaeRecdonizable Landmark the second printing of General Lafayette Visits Suffolk, 
Phone: 757-923-4750 Email: trainstation@exis.net Virginia, February 25-26, 1825. $2.50. 


Kristina Prudencio, Train Station Assistant 








What’s In A Name? 


For more than 40 years this publication has 
| been referred to as our newsletter. Since we 


lean more to history than current events, we’re 
looking for something new to call it. Do you 
|have a suggestion? If so, please call us at 539- 
2781, or email us at snhs@verizon.net. 





Congratulations to - 

e Liberty Spring Christian Church, 
celebrating its 140th year 

e West End Baptist Church, 
celebrating its 80th year. 





From the SNHS files—Is this a movie projector? 
We wonder whether this is the kind of movie 
projector that young Walter Cecil Rawls used. 
| Can anyone enlighten us? 
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